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191 Buckminster Road 

Lift of Stay May 2021 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:    191 Buckminster Road 

Applicant:    Paul and Jennifer Rabiner  

Building Type:   House (partial) 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  Fisher Hill National Register District 
 

 

 

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
 

The eclectic Colonial Revival house and carriage house at 191 Buckminster Road were built in 1909, designed by 

architect George E. Parsons for Margaret Putney and her husband Henry, who worked in real estate.  In 1910 the couple 

lived in the home with one servant while the rear carriage house was occupied by a coachman and his family.  The two-

story side gabled, three-bay home features a pedimented center entry porch supported by two columns.  Narrow sidelights 

frame the entry door.  Open eaves with exposed rafters exhibit early Craftsman influences on the design, a detail carried 

through to the first floor bay window.  The fenestration on the façade is varied yet symmetrical; the triple casement bay 

window to the right balanced by a triple double hung window to the left.   

The Fisher Hill residential neighborhood was laid out in 1884 by Frederick Law Olmsted and is considered a masterpiece 

of curvilinear planning.  It was not until the late 1880ôs that the area began to see development.  The neighborhood was 

made up of successful Boston businessmen, including lawyers, doctors and bankers.  In 1914 a neighborhood covenant 

was drawn up, guiding the type of homes that could be built in the area.  This agreement was signed by 165 property 

owners and was in effect through 1940.  It was expected that new owners would build their homes to conform to the 

ñaffluent character of the neighborhoodò. 

Alterations over the years include the conversion of the carriage house stable into a garage in 1928 when a concrete floor 

was installed in the building.  In 1968 the home was sided with aluminum clapboards which were recently removed. 
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The house at 191 Buckminster Road meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

b. The building is listed on or is within an area listed on the National or State Registers of Historic Places; is eligible for 

listing on the National or State Registers of historic places; or is a building for which a preliminary determination of 

eligibility has been made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission;  

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The building at 191 Buckminster Road retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 

At the public hearing on April 27th, 2021, the Preservation Commission found the house at 191 Buckminster Road 

significant and imposed an 18 month demolition stay.  The applicant has requested a lift of stay based on plans to replace 

the windows in the house.  This proposal would remove the bay window on the façade, replacing it with three 6/1 

Anderson Woodwright 400 Series windows with black composite exterior and full divided light construction.  The 2nd 

floor windows at the right and left sides of the façade will be enlarged to match the size of this bay window, with the same 

windows installed.  All other windows in the home will be replaced with the same type of windows, 6/1 fitted to the 

existing window openings. 

 

 
Aerial view of 191 Buckminster Road, looking east. 
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Aerial view of 191 Buckminster Road, looking north. 

 

 

 
Aerial view of 191 Buckminster Road, looking west. 
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Aerial view of 191 Buckminster Road, looking south. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Façade, 191 Buckminster Road 
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  Views from Buckminster Road of the west elevation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


